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STATESBORO - Georgia Southern head football coach Tyson Summers announced Thursday 
the hiring of two support staff members in Dwayne Chandler and Andrew Dodge. Chandler will 
be the new head strength & conditioning coach for the Eagle football squad while Dodge will 
serve as the director of student-athlete development. 
 
"We're excited to bring both Dwayne and Andrew to Statesboro to be a part of Georgia Southern 
football," Summers said. "Both of these men bring with them the experience and tools we need 
to be successful and will be a vital part in building the foundation of our program. 
 
"Dwayne brings a tremendous amount of expertise to us having a large amount of success at 
Memphis," Summers continued. "He's also been the director at UAB, an assistant at Oklahoma 
and has worked in the pros with the Denver Broncos. He's worked with championship teams and 
elite athletes and we're excited to have him working with our players. I'm very familiar with 
Andrew having worked with him at Colorado State and UCF. He is very in tune with the needs 
and demands of today's student-athletes and he will be an incredible hire in terms of helping our 
players develop as men, students and athletes." 
 
Chandler brings to Statesboro extensive experience from both collegiate and professional levels. 
He comes to GS from Memphis, where he was the associate director of athletic performance. 
 
In his first season working with the Memphis program, Chandler was part of the Tigers' 
American Athletic Conference title run. In 2015, Memphis equaled a school record for victories, 
posting a 10-3 record culminated with a 55-48 double-overtime win over BYU in the inaugural 
Miami Beach Bowl. Quarterback Paxton Lynch broke numerous school records and was drafted 
in the first round by the Denver Broncos. In 2016, the Tigers won eight games and played in the 
Boca Raton Bowl.  
 
Prior to joining the Memphis staff, Chandler was the Assistant Athletic Director for Sports 
Enhancement at UAB where he oversaw the Blazers' strength and conditioning programs with 
direct oversight of UAB's football performance programs through the 2012 and 2013 seasons. 
Chandler joined the UAB staff from his alma mater, the University of Oklahoma, where he was 
on staff from 2009-2011. He was an assistant strength and conditioning coach for the Denver 
Broncos during the 2007 and 2008 seasons. While with the Broncos, Chandler worked with 
players such as Jay Cutler, Brandon Marshall and Champ Bailey. 
 
Prior to joining the staff at Denver, Chandler was promoted twice during a six-year span at the 
University of Minnesota (2001-2006). He joined the Golden Gophers' staff as a strength and 
conditioning assistant and speed coach in 2001 before being named co-head strength and 
conditioning coach in 2003. In 2004, Chandler was named the head strength and conditioning 
coach at Minnesota where he served until 2006. 
 
During his time with the Gophers, Chandler instructed 12 players who were selected in the NFL 
Draft, including 2006 first-round draft choice Laurence Maroney and 2005 fourth-round 
selection Marion Barber III. His strength and conditioning efforts also helped the Golden 
Gophers advance to play in bowl games each of his last five years in the Twin Cities. Before 
being named to the Minnesota staff, Chandler spent a season with the Dallas Cowboys, serving 
as a strength and conditioning intern. 
 
Chandler is Strength and Conditioning Coach Certified (SCCC) by the Collegiate Strength and 
Conditioning Coaches Association. He is also USA Weightlifting Certified. 
 
Chandler was a four-year letterwinner as a fullback from 1992-96 and was a Sooner teammate of 
former Memphis head coach Justin Fuente during the 1996 season. Chandler led the Sooners in 
touchdowns (12) in 1993. He earned his bachelor's degree in communication/sociology from 
Oklahoma in 2000. 
 
Dodge comes to Statesboro after spending two seasons with the Colorado State football program. 
In 2016, he served as the Rams' defensive quality control assistant, helping the Rams to a 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl berth. In 2015 as a defensive graduate assistant under Summers, he 
worked with an improved defensive unit that included NFL Draft pick Cory James. His primary 
focus, however, was the secondary, a group which he led during the NOVA Home Loans 
Arizona Bowl after Summers was hired at GS before the bowl game. 
 
Dodge came to Fort Collins to join Mike Bobo's staff from the University of Central Florida, 
where he served for two years as a graduate assistant. At UCF, Dodge assisted the defensive staff 
for a unit that ranked in the top 10 among FBS schools in 2014 total defense (5th, 298.5), rushing 
defense (6th, 104.3), scoring defense (9th, 19.2) and red zone defense (6th, 71.4%). 
 
Dodge began working at UCF in 2008. He received his bachelor's degree in 2012 and his 
master's degree in sport and exercise science in 2014. In 2012, Dodge volunteered as the wide 
receivers coach at Timber Creek High School in Orlando. That season, his school went to the 
second round of the Class 8A state playoffs. 
 
Originally from Pennsylvania, Dodge was a three-year letterwinner at Martin County High 
School of south Florida. He and his wife, Nicole, were married in July 2016. 
Print Friendly Version 
 
Georgia Southern Athletics provides current information on all its sports through its official 
website, GSEagles.com, which is fully responsive across all mobile devices. Information on 
Eagle athletics can also be found through social media 
channels facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics and Instagram.com/GSAthletics. 
To purchase tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, visit GSEagles.com/tickets. 
 
In order to expedite entry and provide a safe environment for all patrons and participants, 
Georgia Southern Athletics has implemented a Clear Bag Policy for all ticketed sporting events, 
effective Aug. 1, 2017. Fans can find the complete policy as well as an FAQ section 
at GSEagles.com/ClearBag. 
 
